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a couple of months; they also know if an artist has
shown that piece many times. Having a strategy
and a plan to keep the gallery fresh and full of
new art is vital to keeping the community coming
in and purchasing.

Co-ops depend on having a pool of artists from
which to recruit new talent. The North Olympic
Peninsula is fortunate to have a large artist
community, with the beauty of the area serving
as a magnet for artists, writers, and musicians,
especially those retiring. In a co-op, artists pay
monthly dues for hanging space, and the gallery
keeps a percentage of sales. Some co-ops have
paid staff to run their business, and others
require members to work a certain number of
shifts per month, as well as being responsible
for one or more of the business functions.
Finding artists with skill sets like building and
maintaining a website, social media posts, press
releases, advertising, accounting, and business
management can be tricky. Keeping artists willing
to have that level of commitment can

be a challenge.

People are what make everything happen, right?
Building a sense of community within the co-op
membership is essential to success. Working well
together, playing well together, and being able to
talk and work through differences is critical. In a
co-op, everyone is an owner and has a voice in the
direction and decisions for the business.

So how does Blue Whole Gallery in small-town
Sequim line up here? We've been in business in
the same location for 28 years, and one current
member is a founding member. The gallery
rehangs and resets all art every month, and no art
is in the gallery longer than two straight months,
all of which encourages the locals to come in to
see what’s new. The artists perform all business
functions with zero paid staff. We support the
greater community through fundraisers for

local non-profits and participate monthly in a
community art walk. We meet regularly to discuss
gallery business. We laugh a lot and sometimes we
cry together as well. We are an artist family. All of
this contributes to Blue Whole Gallery’s longevity
and success as an artist cooperative.
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minutes of drying time between coats. | also coat
the back of my painting if any paint has seeped
around the edges (usually that does happen).
Coating the back seals the paint in and makes it
much easier for my framer. | frame YUPO painting
traditionally, with a mat and plexiglass. I've tried
mounting a painting to a panel with limited
success. Once two coats of spray varnish are
applied, YUPO paintings are very scratch resistant.

8. Are your YUPO paintings archival? | assume
the plastic substrate will outlive us all, but
what about the paint? Does it fade away or
flake off because it’s sitting on the top of
plastic, not soaked into paper?

For years, | never varnished my YUPO work. | had

Tb reglster for thls

a problem only once when | applied transparent
watercolor way too thickly ... beyond the ~workshop, please
relatively weak strength of the binder, gum arabic. CLICK HERE

While it is fairly easy to remove pigment because
it “sits up” on YUPOQ, it does adhere quite well at
the micro level. Since | started spray varnishing
paintings, I've never had an issue. The surface/
substrate will not affect the archival qualities of
your pigments. For example, ultramarine blue
pigment is archival in oil, watercolor, or acrylic,
regardless of the surface you apply it to.

9. In your YUPO art, | see some sharp arcs and
calligraphic squiggles that look like they were
done with a pen. How do you create those and
what do you use to make sharp lines and pen
like marks?

| use anything and everything when designing.
Scratch, lift, scrape, atomize, tape off, write

on, stencil ...l even use a brush (smiling here).
Anything that will make the mark you want to
make. Experimentation is the key. When you like
something that happens, remember it. Store these
up. You never know when some technique may
need to be recalled and used again, sometimes
years later.

Above all ... HAVE FUN!
Respectfully,

Mark Mehaffey
NWS-M, AWS DF, TWSA-DM, ISEA-NM
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WATERCOLOR

Summer Starts with Art!
Experience live virtual classes
taught by acclaimed artists from
across the world.

American Watercolor Weekly™ will expose
you to top watercolorists and give you tips and
techniques to improve your own painting.

americanwatercolor.net

Bernard Dellario

A Call

For Artists

@ U Apidversary
Celebrating Life in the Northwest

EAFA (Evergreen Association of Fine Arts,
formerly the Eastside Association of Fine
Arts) is celebrating its 50th year by holding
an open online juried show.

This show is open to ALL Washington State
artists in any 2D medium, with a first prize
of $2000, second prize of $1000, and third
prize of $500.

The full prospectus is available on the EAFA
website (eafa.org) and will be open for
entries on CaFE (www.callforentry.org) on
September 1, 2025. The closing date for
entries is September 30, 2025.

- 12 -
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Kudos: Swmmer 2025

Two Types of
Submissions:

News &

Announcements

FREE to Members
— LIMIT 50 WORDS -

Pain Waves
Sandra Woods

Canadian member, Sandra Woods,
has been experimenting with
Daniel Smith granulating and
Primatek pigments since Nicolas
Lopez's Workshops International
session in February, 2025.

Her resulting Pain Waves won
2nd Prize at the 137* Annual
Exhibition of the historic Women'’s
Art Society of Montreal (now
fully inclusive), at the prestigious
Montreal Arts Council in May.

Think Clayton
Voon Wong

Voon Wong’s watercolor, Think
Clayton, was awarded first
place and the $700 purchase
award in the Capturing Clayton
Art Exhibition and Competition,
organized by Clayton Visual
Arts. The exhibition was held
May 1-30, 2025, at the Clayton
Center, downtown Clayton,
North Carolina.

Resilience
Voon Wong

Voon Wong’s painting, Resilience,
was accepted into the 2025
Associate Members Online
Exhibition of the American
Watercolor Society, juried by
Susan Weintraub, AWS, D.F. The
exhibition can be viewed on the
AWS YouTube channel, from
June 12-August 30, 2025.

Medina Morocco lll
Eric Wiegardt

~ 13-

Eric Wiegardt has been
honored with the Golden
Artist Colors/QoR Award
from Northwest Watercolor
Society for his painting,
Medina Morocco Ill, which
was accepted into the
2025 Waterworks Online
Membership Exhibition.
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Explore the possibilities at
QoRcoIors.com ARTIST WATERCOLORS

®

©2025 Golden Artist Colors, Iﬁc.

TERRACOTTA

WHERE ARTISTS GROW

Premier Online Art Education led by World Renowned Artists and Educators

Now Enrolling - Fine Art Mentorship with Mary Whyte

Receive six months of personal mentorship from renowned contemporary watercolor artist Mary Whyte.

Limited to 18 Students - By Application Only.

Explore our Immersive Live WorkShops,'j

Terracotta specializes in immersive online art education taught by the world's top artists and educators. Click here to explore our Video Courses, Workshops, & Programs.

Terracotta.art / Hello@terracotta.art / 425-200-4089
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2025 NWWEF Scholarship/
Barbara Pitts Award Goes to

This annual award is given to

an outstanding and promising
college art student in two-
dimensional art media within
the states of Washington, Idaho,
and Oregon.

The Northwest Watercolor
Foundation (NWWF) 2025
Scholarship and Barbara Pitts
Award of $3,000 goes to Calissa
Chapa, 23. Calissa will complete
a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree
in painting at Brigham Young
University, Idaho, this July.

Reviewing the 23 applicants
were NWWEF President Mike
Thoreson, Treasurer Charlene
Burley, and Art for Kids Chair
Linda Sewerker. “It was amazing
to view the personalities and
energies of all the applicants’

work that was presented,’ said
Thoreson. “Calissa had the right
combination to be our first
choice. Congratulations to all the
entrants. Continue your progress
as budding artists.”

The requirement process was
based on a point system that
covered the artistic elements of
composition, color, shape, space,
texture, and form. Also included
were the artist’s statement,
letter of recommendation, and
biography. Sewerker found that
Calissa’s work was highly skilled.
“She captures a mood and inner
spirit of the subjects she paints.
We all agreed that her work
carried well through her pieces
and her statement about her
goal made her the top choice”

Left to right: Resplendence, You Are My Home, Knew Me Then

15—

Calissa Chapa

Since childhood, Calissa was
drawn to art and would ask
for paper and markers for her
birthday, so she could draw
like her aunt. Through family
upheavals and moves, it was
art she clung to that gave

her a sense of purpose and
community. In high school she
enrolled in all the art classes
she could. Her art teacher
urged her to apply for various
opportunities—which she
did—being accepted into
multiple shows and receiving a

— Continued on page 16
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scholarship. In her artist statement, she leads
with, “I have always referred to myself as an
artist To read the rest of her statement and to
see more of her art, please go to https://www.
nwws.org/northwest-watercolor-foundation/.
And Calissa’s goal? To pursue an MFA (Master of
Fine Art) in the near future.

Calissa was honored and her work celebrated
at the June 24, 2025 Northwest Watercolor
Society’s online general meeting.

WATERCOLOR

INDIA INK

LIQUID ACRYLIC
CALLIGRAPHY COLOR

Confined Growth THE MOST BRILLIANT
LIQUID COLOR
PRODUCTS

As | Weigh

NWWEF also handed out $100 Honorable
Mention awards to:
» Kestlie Harding, WWW.DOCMARTINS.COM
Brigham Young University, Idaho
+ Abby Joy Sanders,
Whitworth University, Washington
« EllaJohnson,
Western Washington University
+ Haley Garner,
Oregon State University

+ Domminik Griffith, DR. PH. MARTIN’'S® PRODUCTS ARE
Western Oregon University WATER-BASED AND DESIGNED FOR
USE ON PAPER, CANVAS, AND OTHER
To learn more about NWWEF, the scholarship ART MEDIUMS. ALL DR. PH. MARTIN’S®
program and Art for Kids, go to https://www. PRODUCTS ARE MANUFACTURED
nwws.org/northwest-watercolor-foundation/. BY SALIS INTERNATIONAL, INC.

The 2026 Scholarship applications will be
accepted early in the year. Dates and details
to come.
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Summer 2025
Editor’s Challenge: Yippee!

EDITOR’S CHOICE

Tulip or Wineglass
Sandra Woods

The summer challenge
prompt, “Yippee!,”
produced four
submissions. Because
many people might
respond “Yippee!” if
offered a glass of wine,
our summer winner is
Sandra Woods.

THANKS FOR ENTERING

Upper Left: Summer Duck
Winston Saunders

Lower Left: Yippee! | Have a Twin
Gloria Breslin

Above: Yippee! All Dolled Up for
the Dance
Karen Greenstreet

AUTUMN HOT PRESS GALLERY

This will be the last Editor’s Challenge, but

it won't be your last opportunity to share your
paintings with NWWS. In the autumn Hot Press,
we'll introduce Hot Press Gallery, which will focus
on different subject matter in watermedia, such as
portraits, botanicals, landscapes, etc.

For the autumn issue, please share your
landscapes. Send one JPEG image entry per person
to newsletter@nwws.org by September 1, 2025.
We'll have an entire page to devote to the Gallery—
and we're excited to see your work!
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We started our six-month season as usual, on the first Wednesday
in May at Gasworks Park. So far, we've also been to Volunteer Park,
Bellevue Botanical Garden, the South Park neighborhood, and
Fishermen'’s Terminal—with many more in store ahead. We try to
alternate “nature” and “urban grit Stephanie Twigg and | have been
coordinating this list for seven years now. The variety of places, the
many dedicated painters, and sharing the joy of painting from life
never fail to inspire me.

If you want to join us, sign up for weekly emails describing our next
location at Plein Air Group — Northwest Watercolor Society. Hope to see
you out there, it's great practice and great fun!

Photos: Above - Bellevue Botanical Garden, Right Top - Gas Works, Right Middle - South Park,
Right Bottom - Volunteer Park Throwdown
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TOM HOFFMAN OBITUARY

Tom Hoffman died the morning of May 17, after
struggling with Parkinsons Disease for several

years. Tom was born in Bath, NY. He was a beloved
painter, teacher, and author who lived and worked
in the Pacific Northwest for 50 years. His legacy of
generosity, kindness, curiosity, and creativity will be
carried on by his family and the countless students
and artists he influenced throughout his life. He
died peacefully at home, surrounded by people who
loved him.

A celebration of life will be held in Seattle on
September 13, 2025.

é{,%/wf

Art Brushes « Pinceaux d'Art « Pinceles de Arte
Maximum Limit 50 words
Submit text in a Word document.

¢
Image requirements: 300 dpi, JPEG format, o A/
clearly labeled, and included in the same email. V(U4 wul
L | N E D°

Established in 1990

“Black Velvet'... replace(s) all other
watercolor brushes. A unique blend of
natural & syn’cheticﬁlaments make Black
Velvet® a watercolorist’s dream come true”

-Soon Y. Warren

AFFORDABLE

ACCESSIBLE o Award-Winning Instructors
¢ Online Workshops

o Watercolor & Watermedia
o Abstract & Representational

« Informative & Inspirational

BANNER ART USED WITH PERMISSION

4 SoonY Warren
Wotercolor

NORTH-\-IA\'IEST REGISTER S E————

WATERCOLOR SOCIETY 7
NWWS.ORG A www.silverbrush.com
B ADVANCE
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/279555 SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Hot Press is published quarterly and welcomes your submissions
celebrating all things watermedia. The editor decides which articles will
be published, in what issue, and may edit your content for clarity and
space considerations.

TYPES OF SUBMISSIONS:

1. NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: Published at no cost to members.
Maximum Limit 50 words. Announcements are accepted from
recent events. Submit text in a Word document. Accompanying
images must be submitted separately, not embedded in articles.
Image requirements: 300 dpi, JPEG format, clearly labeled, and
included in the same email.

2. DISPLAY ADS: Accepted as quarter page or half page (either
horizontal or vertical). Ad specs: 300 dpi, PDF format, and sized at
100% scale. Must be print-ready with working links included for
all websites and email addresses. Ads are not proofed or edited by
NWWS. NOTE: Paid ad rates are lower for NWWS members.

3. COPYRIGHT ADHERENCE: No articles or images copied from
websites are allowed without written permission.

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENT EXAMPLES:

Personal achievements such as: awards from juried exhibitions, inclusion
in publications, magazines articles, books, special recognition or honors,
art educational opportunities, signature membership, and more.

HOW TO SUBMIT NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Send Word documents and JPEG images by email to:
newsletter@nwws.org.

FEATURE AND EDUCATIONAL ARTICLES:

Are you a writer and would like to contribute? Please contact the Hot
Press editor prior to submission.

DISPLAY AD EXAMPLES INCLUDE:

Art educational and travel opportunities, in-person or online workshops
and classes, advertising of member or non-member manufactured
professional grade art materials, “Calls for Entries” for juried or non-juried
exhibitions, and more. Only content relevent to our art-loving readers

is accepted.

HOW TO SUBMIT PAID DISPLAY ADS:

Display ads are only accepted online at nwws.org/newsletter
through the submittal form found by clicking: “Submit a Display Ad.”
Noncompliant ads cannot be published. See ad sizes on right.
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DISPLAY
AD
SIZES
VERTICAL
HALF PAGE
3%"W x 10"H
QUARTER
PAGE
3%"W x 47"H
HORIZONTAL
HALF PAGE

72"W x 47"H

HOT PRESS

SUBMISSION DUE DATES

WINTER DEADLINE
DECEMBER 1

January/February/March Issue

SPRING DEADLINE

MARCH 1
April/May/June Issue

SUMMER DEADLINE

JUNE1
July/August/September Issue

AUTUMN DEADLINE
SEPTEMBER 1

October/November/December Issue

SEND QUESTIONS TO:
D’Arcy Heiber

Hot Press Editor
Newsletter@nwws.org
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