
MINUTES
Northwest Watercolor Society (NWWS) Board Meeting

Wednesday, June 10, 2026, at 1 pm by zoom 
(Approved at Sept. 2026 Board Meeting)

Call to order at 1 p.m.

Attending: Deb Roskopf, Liz Walker, Eileen McMackin, Peggy Willett, Ina Xi, Shilpa 
Bhadsalve, Molly Murrah, Peggy Meyers, D’Arcy Heiber, Conny Spann, Sarah Love, 
Jane Gonzales, Karen Robinette, Joan Andrews

Approval of the May minutes
A motion to approve the May minutes, was made by Peggy Willett, seconded by Molly 
Murrah and approved by all. 

President’s Report: Debbie Roskopf:

• Welcome:  Liz Walker, Corresponding Secretary and Joan Andrews, Program Chair.
• Additional introductions with new board members to Ina Xi, Artist Liaison, and Jane 

Gonzales, Contracts Coordinator
• Paint Out - After a discussion regarding costs and recent attendance numbers it was 

agreed that the PO team would review survey feedback and bring any needed 
changes to the program to the board for consideration in September.

• Election ballot was sent to all members yesterday and we already have 101 votes. 
Our bylaws require votes by at least 10% of members so we are nearly there.

• Special payments link success - Deb showed how to access the link from the 
Contact tab, and then the Get Help button, on our website.

• Pot Luck Luncheon June 30 - at Peggy Meyer’s home in Bellevue - 11:30 ish a.m.
• WSST changes - see Molly’s detail. In Section B. We will continue to collect State 

sales tax on painting and video sales, but not PO events or Workshops, as of July 1.

Treasurer - Conny Spann
Conny reports she’s ’becoming familiar with QuickBooks and our financial statements 
and will send all an updated report over the summer. Conny also noted that she’s taking 
on the Forecasting responsibilities from Deb and so needs any revenue or expenses 
Chairs plan in the coming year. 

Corresponding Secretary - Liz Walker
Liz will update us on any activity in September.

Section A: Items requiring board approval or action

1. Proposed NWWS Community Cash Award - Eileen McMackin to begin 2027 for 
both Waterworks and the Open exhibitions. 



Proposed Title and Tagline: NWWS Community Cash Award, Artists Encouraging 
Artists 

Purpose of the Award

·       Emphasize and expand NWWS cash awards.
·       Increase participation in NWWS exhibitions.
·       Encourage support of exhibitions among NWWS members.

Donation Structure

·       A suggested donation of $5.00, with the ability for individuals to write in their 
preferred amount.
·       A QR code or link will direct donors to the NWWS donations page.

Communication Plan

An initial announcement is planned for September 2026 across multiple NWWS 
communication channels, including:

·       Hot Press newsletter
·       Social media 
·       Focal Points E-blasts
·       Exhibition pages
·       Donations page
·       Member Connect

Donor Recognition

Contributors will be acknowledged, although the specific recognition process has not yet 
been determined.

Related Discussion

The group also discussed ways to encourage members to submit work to ongoing 
shows, such as:

·       A short article or advertisement in Hot Press.
·       A video interview with a well-known artist (for example, Ron Stocke) about the 
value of entering shows, to be posted on the membership page.

DECISION: A motion by Peggy W, seconded by Molly M, to approve and implement the 
new award as planned, was approved by all. 

2. PROSPECTUS CHANGE REGARDING SUBJECT MATTER
Proposal: Shall NWWS amend our exhibition prospectuses to allow nude figures as 
subject matter, unless a gallery or exhibit venue prohibits such imagery? Discussion 
followed. We agreed to table this matter until September, giving us time to explore
how several other arts groups address this issue. 



New Business:
1. Peg asked and Debbie confirmed the Society’s annual donation to the Foundation. 
2. Joan Andrews, Program Chair will send meeting demo artist information to the 

following for use in various communications: Jane Gonzales, Molly Murrah, Debbie 
Roskopf, Sarah Love. Joan has filled all but one meeting slot for the coming year. 
What a great start to her tenure as Program Chair!

The meeting adjourned at 2:25 p.m.
Note that next meeting is SEPTEMBER - No meetings July and August.

Section B items: News and reports from chairs, committees and projects; what 
everyone needs to know, but no action is required at present:

Publicity - Sarah Love reports the following items from MAY:

Waterworks Exhibition 
• Wrote 2026 Top 4 Winners press release and distributed to 83 media.
• Press release picked up by American Watercolor. Editor Kelly Kane took the 

bones of the release and turned it into an amazing article. She filled in the gaps 
and unified the piece into an artful flow of words. Check it out and the original 
release is available on request. https://americanwatercolor.net/its-not-just-an-
apple-its-a-feeling/

• Boosted 4 social media posts encouraging people to see the online exhibition. 
Two more posts to boost before the 6/13 closure. 

• So far the boosted posts have been viewed by 153K people; 4455 clicked on the 
WW website link. Total budget: $200.

Open Exhibition
• Presented 2026 Media Proposal for $3,300 that covers Call for Entries ads in 

American Watercolor eNewletter and paid social media ads; workshop ads if 
needed; reaching viewers, buyers and art collectors to see the online exhibition 
through 15 second TV ads on Cascade PBS (includes a like amount in trade) 
and social media ads.

• Worked with Molly Murrah on 4 ads for American Watercolor. The ads highlight 
2025 winners Feng, Aubrey, Dorsey and Sofroniev.

NWWF
• Gathering info and images to announce the winner, Megan Shilobod, and 2 

notable mentions, Charlene Chi and Darya Kreymer, in a press release. 
• Great help from Peggy W, Peggy M, and Cathe Gill. And thanks to all the jurors 

who wrote quotes.

General PR

https://americanwatercolor.net/its-not-just-an-apple-its-a-feeling/
https://americanwatercolor.net/its-not-just-an-apple-its-a-feeling/


• Provided 20 social media posts with images for social media team, Dina 
Popovkina, Elizabeth Houser and Jeanne Anderson.

• Posts included: Workshops International, Eisenbart demo, Paint Out, Call for 
Entries to Open, Hot Press Gallery, New signature members, Volunteer for 
NWWS and the Video Library.

Data Manager - Shilpa Bhadsavle
Please review Shilpa’s membership data, attached.

Legal/Tax update - Molly Murrah  

Reversal of Retail Sales Tax Ruling for non-profits that host live presentations: 
As of July 1st, non-profits in WA state will no longer be required to charge retail sales 
taxes on paid workshops offered to members and non-members. Here is the 
paraphrased decision sent to me by the lawyer who specializes in WA state taxes at Fox 
Rothschild, our pro bono law firm: 

In summary, 501(c)(4) nonprofit workshops are currently subject to retail sales tax under 
ESSB 5814, but that obligation will end on July 1, 2026, when the new 
nonprofit exclusion takes effect. 

The state realized they had caused massive problems for non-profits with the original 
ruling and decided to reverse the decision. 

Programs/Membership Meetings: Molly Murrah:

I’m changing the format for beginning our general meetings: 
I’ve created a slide that Zoom will show before the meetings start. It shows our logo and 
states our online terms. It will be seen by everyone in the waiting room. Then when I 
start the meeting at 6pm, the recording will automatically begin and we won't have to 
remember to start the recording.  

Exhibition Workshops - Karen Robinette
Dongfeng Li, AWS, NWS, the NWWS International Open juror, will teach a three-day 
online workshop October 22-24, 2026. The theme will be "Exploring Watercolor Portraits 
with Confidence." Registration will open on the NWWS website on August 15, 2026.

Northwest Watercolor Foundation - Peggy Willett
The Scholarship team has sent cash prizes and certificates to this year’s winners. 
They are meeting soon to define any needed function changes to next year’s application 
and juror platform and will send these to Deb to discuss with FZK. 

We look forward to working with our new Program Chair, Joan Andrews, about having 
this year’s winner appear for an interview and discussion of her work, at the September 
NWWS membership meeting. Cathe Gill or Alex Hollman will introduce and interview her 
at this event.  



BIG THANKS: We wish to thank Molly Murrah for designing a new award certificate for 
NWWF that the Scholarship team can update and print, going forward.  We also thank 
Peggy Meyers for her continued help on so many levels. And we thank Debbie Roskopf 
for her support with website functions as the team learns the platform. We hope to be 
self-sufficient going forward. We are in awe of how Ann Breckon managed all this, 
herself, in the past. She made it look so easy! 

The NWWF Board meets next on Sept 26 at 6 p.m. by zoom. If you are interested in 
becoming involved with the Foundation, please let Peggy know and join us.  

Molly Murrah, Communications and Testimonials on several matters: 

Conversation with lawyer about converting to a (c)(3):
I looked up the difference between a (c)(3) and (c)(4) non-profit and the only difference 
is that (c)(4)'s are set up so they can lobby for certain legislation and make political 
contributions. This made me wonder why NWWS is a (c)(4) and not a (c)(3). I contacted 
our lawyer to explore. 

Without a doubt… it is NOT worth getting reclassified. It's a huge amount of work 
and cost — submitting all new paperwork and paying the dissolve costs for the (c)(4), 
then the formation costs for a new (c)(3). 

Also, major benefits won't apply to us. For example: 
▪ We do not have a big donor who wants to donate to NWWS to get a tax break. 
▪ We are still able to get grants from most organizations. 
▪ We'll still get the biggest tax break with the new ruling eliminating sales taxes for our 

workshops.  

I asked if we were supposed to prepare annual reports – we don't. His reply, "There are 
no state penalties, so without those… no one does it." 

Note from René Eisenbart after Sarah and I complimented her membership 
meeting demo: 
Thank you Sarah and Molly! 
  
Your team does a remarkable job running the zoom presentations and it was a real 
pleasure working with you, every step of the way. I especially appreciated the practice 
sessions, the interview questions and how audience questions were introduced in the 
meeting.  

While there’s quite a learning curve to presenting online, after this experience I’m 
feeling I could begin to offer remote classes. I’d always resisted that teaching modality 
but it does offer possibilities that in-person teaching can’t. Nice to have options!  



I’ll try to remember to check PayPal but I’m not overly concerned… I know how it can 
be. I’m sure the money will come in, and it’ll be a nice surprise. 

Warmly, René  

Testimonials: 
Thank you so much for bringing Rene to my attention! It is exciting to see someone who 
uses so many art materials in unique and beautiful ways. 
I want to try integrating marbling with watercolor some day. 
Thanks again,  
Karen Greenstreet 

Sarah Hansen does an excellent job introducing the guest artist demonstrator with 
insightfully researched questions;  and what a great smile she shares! 
Thanks to all the board members who make these online resources possible! 
Happy artistic adventures! 
Jan Sherwood 

I really enjoyed the demo—learned a great deal! Also bought a copy of her book on 
marbling, too. Thank you for offering this for free—I’m a senior on a fixed income so 
appreciate it. 
Gay Marie 

Molly, Thommen's workshop was great! I painted along the first time and now I'm going 
back to see why my big tree in the front was overpowering the composition. This is 
about the point where I was falling behind and it's nice to paint along then watch again 
without painting to see what I missed. I loved this, and Sebastian was so wonderful in 
giving critiques and explaining what he was thinking. This was my first zoom workshop 
with NWWS but I look forward to doing more in the future. Thanks for all your work 
pulling these together!   
Susan Roth 

Section C: All is going well - but no news and no problems:
No items were submitted, but all seems to be going well with NWWS work.
Hats off all around!


